
 

How to use the cradles 

Included with this FreeInk4Life system are 5 cradles, which are used to refill the most popular inkjet cartridges on the market. 

These cradles are to be used IN CONJUNCTION with the refill instructions on the CD and are not required for all cartridges.  To 

use these cradles, follow the instructions below. 

1. Find your cartridge refill instructions on the CD (this must be done FIRST).  The CD shows you how to refill your 

particular inkjet cartridge. Carefully read through the instructions for your cartridge entirely before starting to refill to 

familiarize yourself with the procedures. 

2. Now look to see if your cartridge is compatible with any of the 5 cradles (Examples are listed on Table 1 below). 

NOTE: If your cartridge is compatible with any of the 5 cradles, then proceed to steps 3-6 in conjunction with the CD 

instructions. If your cartridge is not compatible with any of the cradles, that’s OK! Just proceed to refill your cartridge 

as per the CD instructions only (no cradle necessary!) 

Cradle 1 
HP 21, 22, 27, 28, 54, 56, 57, 58, 60, 74,75,92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 98, 99, 110, 132, 
136,138,901 

Cradle 2 HP 96 

Cradle 3 Canon PG30, CL31, PG40, CL41, PG50, CL51 

Cradle 4 Lexmark 16, 17, 26, 27, Dell T0529, T0530, 7Y743, 7Y745 

Cradle 5 
Lexmark 1, 2, 3,4A, 5A, 14A, 15A, 24A, 28A, 29A, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36A, 37A, 40, 41A, 
42A, 43, 44, 82, 83 

Table 1: Popular Cartridges compatible with Cradles 

3. Place the cartridge in the corresponding cradle and attach the drilling lid with the single hole on the drilling lid on the 

same side as the copper print head on the cartridge. NOTE: Cradle 1 and 2 do not have a drilling lid because the 

cartridges that go with these cradles already have holes in them (see CD instructions). 

4. Using the thumb drill, drill a single hole through the areas marked (see Image 1). For Cradles 3,4 and 5, make sure the 

drill goes through the drilling lid and deep into the inkjet cartridge. For cradles 1 and 2, the cartridges already have 

holes, so no drilling lids are necessary (see CD instructions for refill steps, use the cradle only to support the cartridge). 

 
Image 1: Color-coded schematic of Cradles 3, 4 and 5 from the top 

 

5. Slowly dispense the appropriate amount of ink (per the CD instructions) and the appropriate color (see Image 1 or the 

CD instructions for color orientation) into the fill-hole. NOTE: Black should always be injected into Hole #1.  Hole #1 is 

used for black (in black cartridges) and for color (in color cartridges). 

6. After refilling, remove the cartridge from refill station. Place cartridge upright on folded paper towels with the print-

head facing down toward the paper towel for 30 minutes. Do not let the printhead touch the paper towel. Tilt the 

cartridge slightly so printhead is not in contact with paper towel. 


